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Supplementary guidelines for 

PhD course of study in health and social sciences: professional practice 

between administration, user and academic autonomy 
Joint degree in cooperation between Volda University College (VUC) and Molde University College, 

Specialised University in Logistics (MUC). 

Supplementary guidelines for Joint PhD programme in health and social sciences on the basis of 

the Regulations for the degree philosophiea doctor (PhD) at Molde University College, Specialised 

University in Logistics. The paragraphs refer to the regulations. 

§2 Scope, content and aims of the PhD programme 
The PhD programme in health and social sciences is standardised as a three (3) year full-time 

programme and includes a teaching component with a scope of minimum 40 credits. 

§3 Responsibility for the doctoral programme 
The Board of VUC and the Board of MUC share the joint overall responsibility for the doctoral 

programme. The PhD programme is administered by the Department of Health and Social Sciences, 

MUC and the Department of Social Studies and History, VUC. The programme’s PhD committee is 

responsible for admission to and implementation of the programme, and for approval of the 

programme’s study plan and course descriptions, and draw up supplementary guidelines for the 

programme. 

§4 Quality assurance 
The quality of the PhD programme is guaranteed on the basis of the quality assurance system at 

Molde University College. In addition the PhD programme committee must submit an annual quality 

assurance report for the course of study. This report shall be part of the annual report on the quality 

of the study programme which is presented to the respective boards at MUC and VUC. 

§5 Admission 
Admission requirements are a master’s degree in health and social sciences (120 credits) or 

equivalent, cf the descriptions of the qualification framework’s second cycle. An applicant may if 

necessary be required to take special courses as a condition of admission. A weighted average grade 

equivalent to B or better is normally required. Applicants with a poorer grade average may be 

admitted if documentation can be presented that substantiate the likelihood of the candidate’s 

suitability for a PhD programme. 

§5-1 Application for admission 
The application requirements are described in the regulations §5-2. The doctoral study plan must be 

drafted in collaboration with the main supervisor.  

The project description must provide information on the topic and research question, preferably 

related to relevant theory and existing research. Furthermore, details must be presented about the 

method, practical implementation and possible research-ethical challenges.  

The financial plan must be described in the application. Normally PhD candidates are not admitted 

who do not have full financing through grants (doctoral research fellowships, quota schemes etc).   
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§5-2 Processing the application 
Applications for admission are processed by the PhD committee for Health and Social Sciences. 

Ranking of the applicants shall be undertaken on the basis of the quality of the application with an 

emphasis on the project description, but the academic environment’s expertise and capacity to 

provide supervision must also be taken into account. The decision regarding admission is based on an 

overall evaluation of the application. 

The doctoral candidate is formally admitted to both institutions, but is preferably affiliated to the 

university college that finances the research fellowship (if the position is financed by VUC or MUC) or 

to which the main supervisor is linked. The institutions share a joint responsibility for following up 

the PhD candidates. 

§5-3 Discontinuation prior to agreed time 
The university college to which the candidate is affiliated shall process cases involving forced 

discontinuation.  

§6 The PhD agreement 
Admission to the PhD programme is formalised in a written agreement signed by the doctoral 

candidate, the supervisors and the Faculty of the institution to which the candidate is affiliated. 

§7 Supervision 
The work with the doctoral thesis involves active research under supervision. The supervisors’ total 

time allowance for PhD students is stipulated to 210 hours for the entire period (70 hours per 

annum). In addition to contact time between the candidate and the supervisors, this allowance 

includes preparation, perusal time, follow-up etc. The procedure for appointing and replacing 

supervisors is described in the regulations §7. 

It is a requirement that PhD candidates participate actively in the supervisor’s research environment. 

In his/her application for admission the candidate must elucidate on the planned participation. The 

candidate must participate in academic publishing and presentations at national/international 

conferences/meetings.  

§8 The educational component 
The purpose of the educational component is to provide insight into the theory and methods that are 

necessary in order to work on the thesis, but shall also contribute to the general academic education 

that is desirable for the candidate’s subsequent professional activity. In his/her application the 

candidate shall present a plan for the implementation of the educational component in consultation 

with the supervisor. It is recommended that the educational component is completed early in the 

course of studies. 

§9 Reporting 
Joint gatherings will be arranged for all the PhD candidates and their supervisors 1-2 times a year. 

The gatherings will be held alternately at the university colleges, and attendance is compulsory (with 

the exception of students studying abroad).  

A compulsory midway assessment will be held. 

An annual written report must be submitted by both the doctoral candidate and the supervisor 

regarding the progress in relation to the PhD plan. These reports are to be presented to the PhD 

committee. 
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§11 Obligation to inform about results that have the potential to be exploited 

commercially 
PhD candidates are obliged to inform the university college to which they are affiliated.  

See also the agreement on admission to the PhD programme. 

§13 Submission 
The application to have the doctoral thesis assessed is to be sent to the university college to which 

the candidate is affiliated. 

§14 Appointment of assessment committee 
Approximately one year prior to the planned disputation, the doctoral candidate must hold a public 

presentation of the work up to that point, and present a plan for completion of the doctoral thesis. 

The PhD committee and the main supervisor shall participate in the presentation and give the 

candidate academic responses, as well as assessing whether the planned progression is realistic. If 

the doctoral committee finds the presentation satisfactory, an assessment committee can be 

appointed. Members of the said assessment committee must not have published material jointly 

with the supervisor during the previous five years. 

§15-2 Reworking of submitted thesis 
The Faculty to which the candidate is affiliated processes cases concerning reworking of the thesis 

and sets a new deadline for the handing over of the assessment committee’s final recommendation.  

§15-3 Assessment committee’s recommendation 
The assessment committee’s recommendation is to be sent to the Faculty to which the candidate is 

affiliated.  

§16 The Faculty’s processing of the assessment committee’s recommendation 
The Faculty to which the candidate is affiliated processes the assessment committee’s 

recommendation.  

§18-2 Publication 
The publication of the doctoral thesis shall be accredited to the university college to which the 

candidate is affiliated.   

§19 PhD trial lecture 
The trial lecture and disputation shall be held at the institution to which the doctoral candidate is 

affiliated, and shall be led by the leader of the PhD committee. 

§20 Approval of the trial lecture  
The Faculty to which the candidate is affiliated passes the resolution regarding the approval of the trial 

lecture on the basis of the assessment committee’s recommendation.  

§21 Conferment and diploma 
On the basis of the assessment committee’s recommendation that the trial lecture and the disputation 

are approved, the Board of the university college to which the doctorand is affiliated confer on the 

said doctorand the title of Philosophiae Doctor. 

The doctoral diploma, transcript and diploma supplement are to be issued jointly by both university 

colleges. 
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§23 Appeals procedure 
An appeal concerning rejection of the application for admission, concerning termination of admission, 

concerning rejection of approval of certain elements of the educational component can be submitted 

in accordance with the regulations in the Public Administration Act (Forvaltningsloven) §§ 28. The 

appeal is processed by the Appeals Committee at the institution with which the candidate is (or would 

have been) affiliated.  

§24 Joint degrees 
A cooperation agreement has been drawn up which regulates the sharing of responsibility between 

the parties involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


